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INTRODUCTION 
Dear students,  
 
The first report is pending and lots of 
work has been done at school. Let’s start 
at the beginning of this school year. 
Eighty six new students arrived at the 
doorstep of the Mendelcollege eager to 
start secondary school. They were all an-
ticipating great things. Asking them now, 
after 12 weeks of secondary school they 
will tell you that it all came true. Their 
English improved rapidly and their level of 
English surprised even their parents. 
We are lucky to have them joining our 
TTO department.  
We now have 340 bilingual students at 
the Mendelcollege.  
  
In these three months we have already 
enjoyed various outside of school activi-
ties, such as our exchanges with Spain 
and Germany, and a school trip to York, 
England. Our first year students celebrat-
ed a typical English afternoon tea at Ma 
Brown’s tea room.   
 
New this school year is our IB English pro-
gram which has started in the 4th year of 
TTO. This will continue in the 5th and 6th 
year with the diploma program of IB Eng-
lish. 
The English Language and Literature 
course aims to develop in students skills 

of textual analysis and the understanding 
that texts, both literary and non-
literary, can be seen as autonomous 
yet simultaneously related to cultural 
determined reading practices. 
In view of the international nature of the 
IB and its commitment to intercultural 
understanding, the Language and Litera-
ture course does not limit the study of 
texts to the products of one culture or of 
the cultures covered by any one language. 
The study of literature in translation from 
other cultures is especially important be-
cause it contributes to a global perspec-
tive, thereby promoting an insight into 
and understanding of, the different ways 
in which cultures influence and shape the 
experience of the reader. 
 
These combinations of learning moments 
make up part of schools EIO (European 
International orientation) course. 
 
The IB programme is a demanding pro-
gramme that will give the students great 
advancement in their further career due 
to the academic skills learned in this pro-
gram. 
 
The TTO team and I wish you all a peace-
ful holiday season. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Ms A. Doek   

December 2015 
Year 12, number  1 

Team Maths Challenge 2015 

 

Elmar, Jakob, Wolf and Jesse 

 

Number 4 of the Netherlands! 



MA BROWN’S 

Once upon a time 

there was a joyful 

girl. Everywhere she 

came she made peo-

ple feel very ener-

getic. This also hap-

pened to a depressed 

girl called Ellen. 

 

They were going to a 

high tea with school. 

First they had to ride 

to the place the high 

tea was at: Ma 

Brown’s tea house. 

They had to go in a 

very deep and scary 

tunnel. When some people came out of the tunnel, 

the RE teacher, Mr van Rooij got back in the deep dark 

tunnel and helped students fix their bike. The girl was 

now singing very loudly, so Ellen already felt a little 

less depressed. 

When they arrived at Ma Brown’s the ladies were al-

lowed to go in first.  

They hung their coats in the wardrobe and 

put their bags on the floor. The place they 

were at looked fascinating: there was a fire in 

the fireplace, so it was very nice and warm 

inside. Ellen’s heart got warmed by the fire. 

They had a lovely cup of tea and were allowed 

to put sugar and milk in it. But before they 

could have that lovely warm cup of tea, they 

had to take an hourglass and wait until all the 

sand was on the other side of it. 

 

 

You can’t have a high tea without food, can you? So 

they got a very creative plate with food. There were 

sandwiches and sausage rolls. On the lower plate you 

had scones, Victoria cake (=cake with jam and clotted 

cream), named after queen Victoria of England. And 

with the tea you also got a delicious shortbread cookie 

shaped like a tea pot. 

 

At the end of the great high tea at Ma Brown’s every-

one got a little present. It was some tea and a coupon 

for two cream teas for the price of one. 

 

Then Ellen and the special girl rode home. Ellen felt 

very pleased by the idea of helping someone, so she 

didn’t feel depressed anymore. 

 

Franca  

1 TTO 
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On the 12th of Octo-

ber, the 2TTO clas-

ses went to York. 

We went to several 

school related 

things like Beamish, 

an open air museum 

where they recreat-

ed how people lived 

in the past. We also 

went to a castle, 

which was more like 

a mansion, and it 

was beautiful. We 

did some more 

school related stuff, 

but of course there 

was some time to 

shop! Next to shop-

ping and doing cul-

tural stuff, we went 

to school in York. It 

was a lot of fun to 

see the differences 

between 

schools in 

the Neth-

erlands 

and in 

England. 

We had 

classes ‘till 

noon then 

we did 

stuff with the group. 

We stayed in a host 

family, which is real-

ly nice to do and it is 

great to increase 

your vocabulary. I 

really enjoyed my 

trip to York with the 

2TTO classes and 

the teachers. 

 

Femke  

2TTO 

YORK TRIP 2 TTO 

3 

On Monday morning the 11th October 

we went to York by plane. At 7 o‘clock 

we had to be at the airport Schiphol. 

After two hours we left with Jet 2 to 

York. We arrived at 11 o‘clock. Next 

we went to Melton College by coach. 

At Melton College we got an introduc-

tion and then went to York Minster 

(it’s the biggest church of York). When 

we returned to Melton College the 

host family picked us up and took us 

with them.  

The next day we had to come to school 

at 9:20. After classes we went to Castle 

Howard. It had a beautiful garden with 

the Atlas fountain in it. At the back of 

the house they made a movie. 

On Wednesday we had to go be at 

school again at 9 o’clock. We went to 

Beamish. It’s an old miner’s village 

with a town from around 1800. To-

gether with the teachers and my friend 

we went into the mine and to the can-

dy store. When we came back to York 

we went home straight away. 

Thursday we went to the railway mu-

seum and after that we had free time 

for shopping. 

The final day we were in class in the 

morning and after that we went back 

to the airport. Around 7 we got back to 

Holland, said goodbye to our teachers 

and we went home. 

 
Olivier 

2 TTO 

On Monday we had to come at the 

airport at 7:00. When we arrived at 

York we took the bus to Melton 

College. There we dropped our 

personal belongings. Then we took 

a walk through York. We also visit-

ed the York Minster and I thought 

that it was a little boring. Then we 

met our host family. They were 

kind to me. Tuesday we visited 

Castle Howard. I saw many 

paintings. There was also a beauti-

ful garden where we could relax. 

We also had our first lessons at the 

Melton College. The lessons were 

fun. On Wednesday we visited 

Beamish. There were a lot of trams 

in which you could travel. You 

could eat fish & chips, but it didn’t 

taste well. It was fun until I did 

something stupid. I had punish-

ment for that. All the days the les-

sons were funny but we didn’t 

learn that much. On Thursday we 

visited the National Railway Muse-

um. It was fun. Friday we took the 

plane back to Holland. We saw our 

friends and everybody went back 

to home with their family. 

 

Laurens 

2 TTO 



 

MADRID 3 TTO 

4 

From the 13th to the 17th of October class 
3EG1 took part in an exchange with a 
Spanish school named IES Atenea. The 
idea being that they could learn more 
about the Spanish way of life.   
 
October 13th 
We all gathered at Schiphol at 8:30 in the 
morning for our flight to Madrid. Everyone 
was very excited but also quite nervous. 
When we arrived the bus that would take 
us to the school was waiting. We were 
very excited to see our exchange partners 
for the first time!  
 
October 14th 
Today we went to the centre of Madrid. 
The bus trip was quite tiring because we 
spent about twenty minutes stuck in 
traffic... The Spanish teacher showed us 
around the city and in the end we got to 
drive little boats around Retiro Park.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 15th 
Today was a relatively normal 
school day, our lessons were: Arts, 
PE, Spanish and Social Science, 
which is a bundle of History and 
Geography. For lunch we had chur-
ros dipped in chocolate and in the 
evening we had a large dinner and 
dance party with all the students! 
 
October 16th 
Today we went to Toledo, a really 
cool historical city which houses 
many palaces and town squares. 
Here we were given a 
piece of paper with ques-
tions about the many 
sights the city has to offer, 
afterwards we got "some" 
free time for shopping and 
hanging out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
October 17th 
Today we got to sleep in until 10.30 in the 
morning! This was because we had to get 
together at only 12 o' clock. Everybody 
was very sad about having to leave Spain 
and the host families behind, but we were 
also quite enthusiastic about our return 
back home and back to our normal way of 
life. 
  
Nathan 
3 TTO 
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HEAVEN 

 

An insight into IB. 

 

As preparation for the Interna-

tional Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 

course, our 4TTO pupils are fol-

lowing a “pre-IB” programme for 

both language and literature.  As 

part of the IB approach to litera-

ture, students are encouraged to 

investigate a novel’s themes, 

characters, plots and ideas from a 

different perspective.  

 

On the right are examples of their 

interpretations of The Lovely 

Bones (Seebold, 2002). 

 

The following films show how the 
pupils, working in groups, ex-
plored and demonstrated their 
understanding of themes, ideas 
and characters in the book: 
 
Team Lotte B, Robin, Laura, Tess: 
https://youtube/i78VeZ99wPQ 
 
Team Lotte K, Merel, Carli:  
https://youtube/uwJ8PjIb3YE 
 
Team Roos Spee, Roos H, Nynke, 
Sanne:  
https://youtube.com/watch?
v=4SgIfjaYDi8 

When entering my ideal heaven, you are met with the won-

derful smell of whatever it is that you want to eat at that ex-

act moment. That same kind of food is standing on a lengthy 

table next to dozens of other delicious dishes of your choice. 

Moreover, there are at least twenty dogs in sight that cannot 

wait to play and cuddle with you. Obviously, your friends and 

family should be there too to have fun with and share memo-

ries with. Speaking of memories, every single picture that was 

ever taken in your lifetime is waiting on a pile for a day when 

you are feeling nostalgic and miserable, to cheer you up. In 

my ideal heaven, my favourite band’s music is always audible 

and in spite of being dead, my heaven sounds like an incredi-

ble place! 

 

Lotte  

4 TTO 

There are a lot of people on this world 

who talk about heaven and what it 

looks like in their eyes. I guess if I 

would be asked to describe my heav-

en I would find it very hard to do so. 

Nevertheless there are some people 

that I would hope to find in my heav-

en and I guess that’s mostly due to 

the fact that they were import in my 

life in some way. 

First of all, I hope that I will find my 

parents there together with my broth-

er. They are the most important peo-

ple in my life and I wouldn’t know 

what I would have to do without 

them. Also I hope that my grandpar-

ents would be there and in particular 

my grandfather, who died only a cou-

ple of months after I was born. I never 

even had the chance to talk to him. 

Second of all, I hope that in my heav-

en I will find all my friends, with 

whom I spent a big part of my life and 

with whom I have experienced a lot of 

fun things. 

Lastly, I would hope to find speakers 

everywhere so I can listen to music at 

any moment, since I relate a lot of 

things that happened in my life to 

certain songs. 

 

Marco 

4 TTO 

According to the book heaven is your personal ideal world. For 

me that might be a city on a mountain plateau. so there is the 

possibility to cycle everywhere, but the view is amazing neverthe-

less. The people would be very connected to each other.  

As for music, there is this song that says: “Greater things have yet 

to come, and greater things are still to be done in this city.” In 

that ideal world it would happen, no excuses, no hold-ups, just 

amazing connections between people and a life of peace and 

prosperity. That would be heaven to me.    

 

Claudia 

4 TTO  

‘...just amazing connections between people...’ 

https://youtu.be/i78VeZ99wPQ
https://youtu.be/uwJ8PjIb3YE


 

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole 

Aged 13 ¾ (Townsend, 1982) re-

ceives a modern-day re-

interpretation from the pupils of 

3TTO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the virtual world of 2015, Mine-

craft is used by the team (William, 

Elmar, Jakob, Nathan, Wouter and 

Simon) to enable you to explore 

our locations of our diarists adven-

tures. See below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The strip cartoon on pages 14 and 

15, created by Radha, Pien, Liselot 

and Thiska, describes what hap-

pened to our intrepid hero when 

he went participated in an ex-

change to Holland with 3TTO in 

2015.   

     THE SECRET DIARY OF ADRIAN MOLE 

6 

More on pages 14 and 15 
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Did you miss the promotion for Mendel’s third edition 

of the GREAT MENDEL BAKE OFF or did you forget to 

register?  

 

You can still register by sending an email to  

enewman@mendecollege.nl. 

 

NEW THIS YEAR !!! 

Theme: 

Superheroes/cartoons 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maybe you’ll be this year winner of one of the lovely 

prices such as the golden rolling pin and a high tea for 

two at “Hofje zonder zorgen”. 

 

Deadline registering: 18-12-2015 

 

The Bake Off: 25-01-2016. 

 

mailto:enewman@mendecollege.nl


‘TTO could have been the reason why…’ 

                                                                   DOWN UNDER 
Ileen Streefkerk 

As a part of my Degree in Civil Engineering at Delft 

University of Technology,  I got the chance to partici-

pate in an exchange with a foreign University. At the 

moment,  I am now studying for one semester at 

Queensland University of Technology (QUT) in Bris-

bane, Australia.  

 

Queensland University of Technology  

 

I have always been internationally orientated and that 

is why I chose to do the TTO stream at Mendelcollege.  

Choosing TTO was a really good decision for me. It 

provided me with the level of English required to live 

and study in an English speaking country.  Further-

more, it could have been the reason why I was chosen, 

ahead of the numerous applicants, for the exchange 

programme . There were only two available places for 

this amazing study opportunity in Australia.  I am of 

the belief that including details of my TTO education 

and experiences in my motivation letter could have 

given me an advantage over the others. 

 

I flew to Australia at the beginning of July and have 

just finished my last exam in November 2015. Given 

that I had already covered a lot of the material at 

Delft, I didn’t have  to study too intensively for these 

exams – which has given me the opportunity to see a 

lot of this amazing country. My housemates are awe-

some and we go surfing almost every weekend, or visit 

a city or other interesting and beautiful places.    

 

 

 

 

 

It has also given me the opportunity to  meet a lot of 

people from all over the world and learn more about 

various cultures and myself.  It’s been a life changing 

experience which I will never forget.  My studies in 

Delft will start at the beginning of February, so I have 3 

months left to see the rest of Australia and travel to 

New Zealand. 
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‘...most of the parents loved our dance!’ 

MENDEL DANCE DANCE DANCE 

On the 12th of November we had a 

dance project. The dance project 

was really great. Our group had a 

very nice song. Interesting? Please 

continue reading. 

First our group gathered in a class-

room. There we met our dance 

trainer: Edgar. He comes from 

France and worked at Disney Land 

Paris. He showed us at which song 

we were going to dance: Smooth 

Criminal of Michael Jackson. I liked 

that song because where was 

much action. 

Next Edgar showed us which 

dance moves we would use. These 

were cool, but also difficult moves. 

We formed two groups: boys and 

girls. The groups took turns in per-

forming. Some were difficult, 

some were cool. We practised for 

5 hours for the dance. The end 

result was very nice, great and 

cool. 

After that we showed the result to 

other groups. I thought they were 

enthusiastic. We performed many 

times, but about 8 times for other 

groups. Then we took a look at the 

other groups. They did it also very 

nice. Some groups were funny, 

other ones serious. 

Finally our parents took a look at 

our result. All the parents of all 

the groups looked at all the dance 

projects. We performed for the 

parents 9 times, so I think that you 

understand that I was very tired 

after this day. Edgar said that we 

were fantastic! 

 

Rijk  

1 TTO  
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First I woke up and I dressed myself in 

blue, because we were asked to come 

in blue for the strik project. 

Next I baked pancakes with my friends 

Lynn and Fay. This because we ate din-

ner at school. Then we went to school. 

Then we assembled in classroom 121. 

My group was split in two, I was in 

group one. Group two wasn’t in blue, 

but in white. 

After that everyone practised a dance. 

We divided and practised our dance. 

Our dance was on the song “beat it” 

from Michael Jackson. 

Then we did the general repetition, we 

looked at six performances and did six 

performances. After that it was dinner 

time and Lynn, Fay and I ate our pan-

cakes. 

Finally we performed for our parents. I 

thought most of the parents loved our 

dance! It was a great project and I went 

home tired because I had a new school 

day tomorrow. 

 

Annika 

 1 TTO 



‘He begs for money all the time.’ 

THE GRUMPY CAT 

 

I’m going to introduce you to my cat. My cat’s name is Grumpy. I called him 

this because he is always irritated. He looks like he has fallen in the mud, 

because he is white with brown spots. He doesn’t like to be clean, so if I 

want to clean him, he always runs away. 

 

Most of the time my cat is on the street and sits on a pillow, but he also 

works for me. Sometimes he goes to a big house where a rich couple lives. 

He steals jewels and money and brings them to me. But last time he took 

all the money and jewels and kept them for himself. I didn’t like it that he 

didn’t give the jewels! 

 

Right now he’s lying on his pillow earning a lot of food by just lying down 

and miauwing at the passengers, then they think that he is hungry and they 

give him food. He’s just relaxing and looking forward to tomorrow. He can’t 

even sleep because he’s so excited. I’m not going to give him any food 

though, because he 

already has too much, 

and he’s just too fat. 

 

Julie, Annika, Robin 

and Ruben 

1 EGA3 
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All first year TTO classes rounded off 

the first two units of their course book 

by composing a class story about this 

cat. 

This was done in three rounds:  

1. Each student had to write their own 

three paragraphs about this cat. 

2. Within groups of four the students 

read one another’s story and created 

one group story by picking the strong-

est paragraphs from different group 

members 

3. The groups read all the group stories 

and choose the best paragraphs. The 

winners were put together to form the 

best story written by the class. 

 

Here are the three stories from three 

different classes. Which one do you 

think is best? 

TED THE CAT  
 A group effort by 1EGA1 
 

The cat is very lazy, fat and rich. The cat 

isn’t very friendly to others. It is arrogant 

and spoilt. Ted has a lot of food. It is very 

good at singing.                                                             

It thinks, it is the king but the most of the 

people hate the cat. It is wearing a ring 

with a large diamond. It has a white skin 

with brown dots his tail is also brown!  

The cat usually chills and relaxes. He al-

ways has food. Sometimes the cat meows. 

The cat isn't poor. He begs for money all 

the time. Most of the time he drinks and 

eats. The cat always lies on his red pillow. 

Sometimes the cat walks a bit. But if he is 

tired, he goes back. Sometimes the cat 

needs food. Then he goes with his mouse 

to the supermarket. He buys a lot of ex-

pensive food. He always gives the mouse 

exercises to do. 

Now it lives on Abbey road, because he 

didn’t get enough food from the people in 

Colombia street. But it still wasn’t getting 

any better, the problem is that the people 

in Abbey road aren’t spending any money 

to pets but they are only buying stuff for 

themselves. Ted was thinking: “Is it only 

their fault or can I also change something. 

So now Ted is trying to help other people 

for the first time in his live. It makes him 

very happy , now Ted is getting a lot of 

attention and food. And he lived happily 

ever after. 



        THE HAPPIEST DOG IN THE WORLD 

I see a guinea pig with bulging eyes 
from irritation and stress. He is 
flapping wind to a white, pretty 
and arrogant cat who is sitting on a 
pillow. She has everything, like 
jewels, fruit and Luxocat, the most 
famous and delicious cat food in 
the whole world! That last part I 
can’t know, because I am a dog, 
right? 
 
The cat is sitting all day. Day in, day 
out. Stretching her legs to show 

her beautiful ring with an enor-
mous diamond in the middle. I can 
only dream of such things. The 
weirdest this is that she doesn’t 
eat anything. No fruits, no Luxocat. 
I don’t understand this, because it 
looks delicious! Sometimes she 
turns her head, (She doesn’t do 
anything that makes her tired), to 
snarl to that poor little guinea pig.  
 
She is standing up and she turns 
her head to me. She says: “It is so 

hard to be this beautiful and rich. I 
can’t do this anymore. Here, take 
my stuff. I am going to be a cat 
star! I am going to travel the 
world!”. And from that moment, I 
wasn’t the poor dog with his 
homeless master anymore, but the 
richest and happiest dog in the 
world.  
 
Marloes  

1EGA2 
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TEDxHaarlem: 
through the eyes of  
14-year-old  
Nienke Groskamp  
I clumsily walk into the building on 
my high heels, with my press invita-
tion clamped firmly between my 
hands. A threesome of smartly-
dressed people greet me (“Good 
evening, ma’am”, I wonder if they’re 
aware of me being 14) and send me 
upstairs via the red carpet. I there 
find the other attendees, laughing, 
debating and enjoying the appetizers 
offered by the students of the Nova-
college Haarlem.  
 
It would be a lie to say I was at ease 
immediately, but that was soon to be 
forgotten when interesting conversa-
tion sparked and we prepared to be 
inspired.  
 
The best way to describe the atmos-
phere would be to use the term 
‘energetic’. For example, after an in-

troductory speech from Alexander 
Rinnooy Kan, the young Federico Pis-
tono opened with an interesting idea 
about basic income. Awkwardly 
enough, there happened to be some 
technical difficulties regarding the 
slideshow. At Tedx, however, there is 
no such thing as a problem that can-
not be solved creatively. After enter-
taining the audience with a dancing 
performance and the worst jokes he 
could come up with, Federico decided 
to use gestures to communicate with 
the technical staff. A problem that 
would have made some people un-
comfortable or nervous was used as 
another reason to laugh and to think 
creatively. And that’s exactly the mes-
sage that was sent out during the 
entire event.  
 
I still felt like I needed some time to 
process the data and ideas that were 
discussed in the first few speeches, 
when the break offered many other 
ways to keep both our eyes and mind 
open. Artists talked to attendees and 
drew up a visual impression on chalk-

board, everyone was invited to a trip 
to Toscane through an Oculus Rift and 
a petition went around to make tap 
water free. Furthermore, there were 
a photo booth and the great catering 
to enjoy.  
 
As scared as I was to feel misplaced as 
a little, shy girl in a world of intelligent 
innovators, the people and organisa-
tion of Tedx proved to be as welcom-
ing as they promised to be. There was 
no such thing as age or status, only 
open-mindedness and creative ideas. 
Anyone who had a voice was to be 
heard; a key belief leading to a diver-
sity in speakers and the opportunity 
for attendees to be listened to and 
learn from each other. It was an ex-
citing and unforgettable experience 
to be enlightened by the atmosphere 
and speakers of TEDxHaarlem. Let us 
hope that this concept will live for as 
long as there will be ideas to be ex-
changed.  
- See more at: http://
www.tedxhaarlem.nl/article/nienke-
groskamp/#sthash.qRvHBUZu.dpuf 
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On the first Sunday of November 2015, eight pupils 
from Mendelcollege were up with the larks to par-
ticipate in the preliminary rounds of the European 
Youth Parliament at the beautiful Hageveld school 
in Heemstede.  This was the first time a team from 
Mendelcollege had entered the, so to speak, 
‘competition’; which is one of the extra activities a 
bilingual student can take part in.  
 
We started the day off with curious minds that did-
n’t know what to expect. We all were formally 
dressed as we entered the building, so it seemed 
the right moment to line up for a group picture…
when we almost got hit by a ginormous bus. After 
this we did a couple of group activities to get to 
know the other teams. They turned out to be really 
friendly and we hung out and joked around a little 
bit when not debating.  

 
 
 
At approximately 1p.m.,  it was finally time to start 
the actual preliminary rounds of debating. The topic 
that our team of 8 had been given was, fortunately, 
not the first one to be discussed because we really 
had to warm up. The first point of debating was 
introduced by the team named FEMM which mainly 
talked about the rights of prostitutes in the Europe-
an Union. After their introduction to the subject, 
Merel presented her killer speech after which the 
open debate started. We immediately struggled a 
little bit with getting involved in the  debate but it 
mainly was the nervousness caused by the fact that 
we, well at least I, felt intimidated by our opponents 
because they were much older.  

 
 

During the break, we were given a small pep-talk 
from the EYP photographer. He told us not to be 
scared to speak and just to stand up when we had 
something to say. This actually made us open our 
eyes and feel inspired. The next team up was EMPL 
with their topic about youth unemployment. There 
was a clear increase in our contribution and our 
team really made some great points. Our confi-
dence really began to grow at the end of the EMPL-
round…and then it was our turn.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 4 TTO TEAM EYP REPORT 

https://vimeo.com/145925117
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Lotte nailed it with her defence speech about ex-
treme right parties and the open debate went well 
too. A couple of the other teams, who we had be-
friended, supported us and in the end we had 
enough votes to have our resolution passed. We got 
better and better during the day and after the last 
debate it obvious that it was going to be a difficult 
choice for the jury.   
 
It proved to be nerve-wrecking waiting for the re-
sult because we knew that we would go to the na-
tionals if we won. It took quite a while for the jury 
to decide and it was clear everybody was starting to 
feel a little tired.  Unfortunately, in the end, we 
were not honoured to win the title.  However, our 
disappointment soon passed when we heard that 
some of our new-found friends had won, so we 
were still able to be happy for them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of the day, we realised that we had 
learned a lot over the 10 hours of participation. Not 
only from the debating itself but also from daring to 
speak and working as a team. We were disappoint-
ed that we did not win of course, but it only makes 
us more motivated to work even harder next year.  
 
Joyce   
4 TTO  
 
The full team: Nina Louis, Daniël Busker, Joyce van 
Kan, Madelief Eijkelboom, Lotte Bootz,  Merel van 
Offenbeek, Laura de Quaasteniet and  Carli Kooij-
man.  
 
Follow this link for a film of the day:   
https://vimeo.com/145925117 
 

4 TTO TEAM EYP REPORT 

‘...presented her killer speech…’ 

https://vimeo.com/145925117


MORE ADRIAN by Radha, Pien, Liselot and Thiska. 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

25-01 Great Mendel Bake Off 

25-01 Informatieavond TTO 

24-02 Shakespeare project 

25-02 Uitvoering Shakespeare 

07-03 Exchange Hannover 

11-04 Uitreiking CPE 6 VWO 

21-04 English Sports day 1 TTO 

09-05 Exchange Spain 

17-06 TTO certificates 

08-07 Graduation 6 TTO 

18-07 Start Summer Holiday 
 

© J. Heijmans 2015 

  BIOGRAPHIES 

 

MARTA 
 
In this article I will compare my pre-exchange biography of 
my exchange partner which I made based on her 6-word 
memoir to the knowledge I gained about her during the 
exchange. Firstly, I will briefly recapitulate my biography 
and compare it to my experiences. Then, I will draw a con-
clusion on how accurate the biography was. 
 
In the biography, I said  that I thought she had a lot of 
struggles in her life and that she had a hard time coping 
with them, but she still stood strong. During the exchange, 
this turned out to be quite true.  
 
Marta and her family were not living a joyful life…               
Marta’s mother and father are divorced and I do not know 
if there is bad blood between them. Marta lives mostly 
with her mum and they are, even for the standards in Al-
cala, quite poor. She has moved 3 times in the last 9 
months! They even just moved into their house when I 
arrived. Her mum has recently been involved in an acci-
dent, so they do not have a car anymore. And last but not 
least, her mother is never at home in the mornings to take 
care of her children.   
 
So I can confidently say that her life has not been a smooth 
ride so far, but I think she does a good job dealing with her 
problems and she looks at the bright side, something I tru-
ly admire. 
 
To conclude, what I predicted in the biography was con-
firmed during the exchange, Marta’s life has not been 
easy. However, as I also said in the biography, she stands 
strong. So the “huge world” has definitely not made it easy 
for Marta but the “small fighter” does not give up! 
 
Rik 
3 TTO 

LIDIA 
 

My exchange partner, Lidia Arcos, is a 
sweet girl. She is a very ambitious dancer 
and is a student at IES Atenea. She lives 
with both her parents and a 2 year younger 
brother, she also has an older sister, who 
doesn't live in the house anymore. 
  
When she graduates high school, she 
wants to teach a language, but she doesn't 
know which one yet. I think this is a realis-
tic dream and therefore I hope, for her, 
that it will become true. I also think that 
she will keep dancing, because she enjoys 
it quite a lot. 
  
Furthermore, Lidia loves to hang out with 
her friends, the 'Dowers'. They are a close 
group of friends and the 'Dowers' is their 
nickname. I expect to meet most of the 
'Dowers' when I'm in Spain, because they 
play such a big role in her life. This is why I 
presume Lidia to be a caring person, who 
will always be there for her friends. 
  
Lastly, she told me she is looking forward 
to our exchange and that she is expecting 
to have a lot of fun. One of her six words 
biographies is; 'I'm always doing crazy 
things.', so I can imagine that we're going 
to have a good time together. 
  
To conclude, I think Lidia is a sweet, hu-
morous and caring girl and I think she has a 
positive mindset. This makes it easy to talk 
to her and keep a conversation going, 
which is always nice. Of course, I don't 
know for sure, whether all of this is true, 
but I will find out soon. 
 
Liselot 
3 TTO 

The pupils were asked to write 6 word biographies 

of their partners via email, social media etc. Then to 

write a biography based on these.   

The final step was to write an article comparing their 

biographies and preconceptions of their partners, 

with their real experience having got to know them 

during the trip to Spain. 


